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wes like a flash. The great fabric of glass ‘a 
iron; With its*priceless™ treasures ‘of art, were 
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| the American Instifute. was at its -height, an 








‘there Was‘a collection: of ‘objects. of art and 


s \glsd casch of splendid jewelry; of gold and 


silver ware .of immense value; and innn- 


‘|herable: objects which: can: never be ‘re- 


placed. ‘The entire value -of “the articles 
destroyed by this terrible fire cannot be accu- 
tately estimated, but it cannot be less than half 
a Million’ Of dollafs.” ‘As always happens. in 
_gnth cases, there’ appeared. to be .a fatal 
coneurrence.of accidents to accelerate the 
Tilin. « The fire.broke out. in. that part of the 
building where there happened to be the great- 


of | est quantity of inflammable materials; the ap- 
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‘paratus for extinguishing fires gave out at the 
qmoment it was needed, and there was a high 
wind, which: sucked the flames ‘up into the 
dome ‘and’ along the galleriéa, where all sorts 
of combustible ‘articles were’ placed, as if on 
purpose to feed:the devouring element. 

There were in the building »when:the alarm 
of fire was given some.two thousand persdns, 
andthe one-consolation to be derived from the 
great disaster is that all .of:this crowd were 
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eeahatton of thé late Chinése Treaty. ; and to 
this efforts for the “civil regenération of 
Siberia.” The:.ground «was probably ‘yet 
broader. An article which we translate from 
a. recent number of the Revue des Deux Mondes, 
attributes the credit of discovering’ the vast 
valne-of the Amoor basin to the same enter- 
prising. officer while acting-Governor of East- 
em Siberia. Th 1854, Petropaulowaki being 
‘threatened bythe Allies, General Movravirrr 
hastened. with reinforcements -to that point, 
passing down.the. Amoor. His. observations 
by the way impressed him with the immensity 
of the resources-of Manchooria, and he took 
measures to organize other expeditions with a 
view to verifying his impressions... Thrice he 
traversed the entire length of the river, secur- 
‘Ing ample Confirmation of his views, to be duly 
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Indeed; in view of Russian - progress, 
shrewd observers of cotemporary events’ may 
fairly - doubt the ‘fine phrase “of: Beaxxzr: 
, There .is a star of empire that, reversing: the 
ordinary law, moves steadily eastward. . Mr. 
H: W.-Davis,; a few years ago, saw in the rela- 
tive attitudes of Russia and America, the evil 
and beneficial principles ot the uriiverse in.mor- 
talconflict. Booza Pryor, about:the same time, 
detected. in Russian development.. elements 
strictly harmonious with our own. It matters 
little which Was right. Evidently, the Anglo- 
Saxon race upon this continent’ is , 


proceeding |; 
steadily toward the sovereignty of the Western | 91 


hemisphere: Evidently, the Sclavonic races.of 
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peor ‘the’ North ‘as. one of thé miost |. 


“prejudiced ‘arid dangetous’ of Southern public | -D 


men But if he has been:so, it is evident the 


air of Maine has.done him- good, for the senti- | . 
ments. peri ominser re rer could: not 


Tewesle; dotbtion; to edvartegeendit oe ur 
men’ could) frequently visit distant: sec- 
_Prejudices 


‘Mis of. their, common country, 


would thtis bé obliterated. We ‘look tipon the 


the most efficient bonds of -union. 
men of. the South éome: to us, and our then go 
to’theni»: A liberal end: fraternal spirit would 


‘carsting fietiiog or tas Peeseetsbay, se iy BN z 
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visit to Maine that Sutumer, and,’ judging from 
the Press.of that State, he has left behind him 
impressions of the most favorable character. 
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Europe are ‘moving with fatal accuracy toward 4 


‘material supremacy ‘in ‘the “Kaatern. ‘If! is |. 


‘equally evident that the territorial 


aggtandise- |’ 
‘ment of the remaining European States is net 


likely to , be’ accomplished ‘hereafter, save at 
the expense each’ of the other. - These ‘three 
reflections‘ are of profound intérest. They leave 
two great expansive powers, based the .one 
upon the finality ‘of individual volitions,.and 
the other upon the supremacy of pseudo-divine 
or monarchic Tight, “advancing at the same 
pace ‘the same field, the Pacific world. 
Both.carry with:them the emblems of a civili- 
zation more or less developed ; both must pre- 
“pare for an encounter, perhaps for a conflict, 
the resultof- which.-can hardly be doubted. 
The rest of the world may stand by as specta- 
tors.of this splendid.rivalry. . They have little 
to do With it; but little power to help or hinder 
the contestants. And we may not be over en- 
thusiastic when'we name the sovereignty of 
the globe as the ultimate prize of the competi- 
tion. 
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The Recall of General Paez. 
The Commilasionérs sent hither by the Gov- 


pda} dommmated lauraon watheedapueen.: 
ing in. an. English version of. Vzanr's opera. of the 
‘¢ Trovatore,”: “The popularity of this work justifies 
any.sort of but we. question, 

<eumh euely tae tion te ply 
At the Dest itis a severe test of artistic power ; we 
have had good’singers in the riles, aind every 


veraunent of Venesasin to retall the veteran |} Gem 


Paxz, yesterday achieved its. mission.. The 
scene was one of interest. At the 
Metropolitan Hotel’a large ‘body of ladies snd 
gentlemen had gathered ‘tobe its witnesses ; 


and in their presence the chief of the party ad- | Me 


dressed the old patriot in terms of profound re- 


spéct and entreaty, ‘and was responded ‘to |’ 
favorably and eloquently: “General ‘Paez -oon- } ‘The 
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ane of his ‘departure, but who recog- 


-nizethe eminent fitness. of hisreturp at the 
existing crisis. Singularly enough, the very 
day which announces the. cessation of his ex- 
ile, brings tidings of the banishment of his aid 
enemy, Joss T. Moywagas, who leaves. Vene- 
zuela under imputations that must forever pre- 
vent his recall with honors like those bestowed 
on. his ancient. victim. The circumstance is a 
happy-augury for that sorely-abused Republic. 
One little incident of the ceremonial yester- 
day it would have been in good taste'to have 
omitted. A portrait of Bo.1van: figured as the 
leading decoration of the place of assemblage. 
As. a character in all respects a contrast to, the 
pure and exalted patriotism of ‘Pass; whose 
popular fame isa falsification of history; .whose 
career did more to retard than to promote the 
freedom. of Spanish, America;° abd wlio. is in 
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“venture” is that of 


‘well-approved A ’ 
was i wplenaia Noeee, ‘and efter the first pléce the 
manager was called for and delivered the customary 
speech, It was a graceful” and well-timed effort, 
briefly recalling the past, touching on the present and 
referring generally to the future, Mr. Wa.zrace paid 
a well-merited compliment to the recent. exertions of 
Mr. Stuart ; said that he would not attempt to-aston- 
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